There followed a very brief interview with a briskly competent lady in a small and rather austere office. Thank heavens, the place was not smothered in begonias, and there was no harmonium playing softly in the background : indeed, the long climb to the top of the office building was depressingly drab, not far removed from the sordid. But the actual office was at any rate respectable; t*he atmosphere was businesslike without being frigid, and it was reassuring to find that a matter which to me seemed difficult to the point of impossibility was, to the lady behind the desk, a matter of everyday concern which presented no problems at all. ( 
